Craft: from the heart and mind of an
artisan

Image Caption: Des pieds et des mains - Alain Jouenne a French artist and shoemaker
established in Locarno, Switzerland- Flickr
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General Overview of Exercise
“Crafts are produced from the heart and mind of an artisan, whose hands personify it, exalt
it, as a work of art. Touch it, feel it, turn it in your hand, and you can feel the pulse of the
Artisan who made it. That is life. Indeed an Artisan’s Craft is a way of life.” Mrs Siva
Obeysekere - President WCC International, 1992-1996.

Activity One - Craft in Europe
Activity overview
“Traditional craftsmanship is perhaps the most tangible manifestation of intangible cultural
heritage. However, the 2003 Convention is mainly concerned with the skills and knowledge
involved in craftsmanship rather than the craft products themselves. Rather than focusing
on preserving craft objects, safeguarding attempts should instead concentrate on
encouraging artisans to continue to produce craft and to pass their skills and knowledge
onto others, particularly within their own communities…” From the text of the Convention
for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Intangible Cultural Heritage –
UNESCO
There are numerous expressions of traditional craftsmanship: tools; clothing and jewellery;
costumes and props for festivals and performing arts; storage containers, objects used for
storage, transport and shelter; decorative art and ritual objects; musical instruments and
household utensils, and toys, both for amusement and education. Many of these objects
are only intended to be used for a short time, such as those created for festival rites, while
others may become heirlooms that are passed from generation to generation. The skills
involved in creating craft objects are as varied as the items themselves and range from
delicate, detailed work such as producing paper motives to robust, rugged tasks like
creating a sturdy basket or thick blanket.
The activity can be carried out during general subject (culture, history, geography)
subjects, English Language, ICT.

3

Descriptive activity sheet

Stage 1
Duration: 2 hours
Description: The whole class is divided into small heterogeneous groups (five/six
students).
Each team chooses a number of European countries (it depends on the number of teams).
Each group does a research on the history of traditional craftsmanship products in the
countries selected.
Prepare a short summary for each product: it can be audiovisual, paper, mime... etc
Difficulty level: Basic
Objectives:
● To increase a positive attitude and also a curiosity about the world.
● To know the socioeconomic dimensions of a country; to involve critical
thinking and understanding.
● To Improve students’ knowledge of reading and understanding of information

Key competencies:
●

Cultural awareness and expression

●

Citizenship competence

●

Literacy

Resources
Laptop and internet connection, books from a library (of the school or of the town).

Online Resources:
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Intangible cultural heritage – UNESCO →
https://ich.unesco.org/en/traditional-craftsmanship-00057
World Craft Council Europe → https://wcc-europe.org/history/
Arts and Crafts Movement →
http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/history-of-art/arts-and-crafts.htm –
http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/crafts-history-types.htm#types

Stage 2
Duration: 1 hour
Description: Print a photo and a short text related to each product.
Difficulty level: Intermediate
Objectives:
● To increase student’s understanding of how digital technologies can support
communication, creativity and innovation.

Key competencies:
●

Digital competence

Resources:
Laptop, camera/video camera, printer.

Stage 3
Duration: 1 hour
Description: Glue the photo and the text on the European map e share the results with the
classmates
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Difficulty level: Intermediate
Objectives:
● To increase students’ abilities to communicate in different environments,
collaborate in a team and negotiate.
● To acquire the skills to communicate both orally and in writing in a variety of
situations and to monitor and adapt their own communication to the
requirements of the situation.

Key competencies:
●

Personal, social and learning to learn competence.

Resources:
Map of Europe

Activity Two – Craft vs Mass Production
Activity overview
The fundamental value of crafts lies in their opposition to mass-production methods. We
need the latter in order to produce items cheaply and quickly, but unless we want to
become people who know the price of everything but the value of nothing, we also need
the aesthetic benefits which come from individually designed items – such as a handmade
scarf, a beautiful chair, carpet or dish. A society without beauty is soulless, as George
Orwell has vividly described in works like “1984”. Promoting crafts is one way to retain the
type of artistic skills needed to make life more visually pleasurable. If you want a graphic
illustration of the power and therapeutic benefits to be gained from more visually pleasant
surroundings, visit your local hospital, school, or town hall and look around you. If the
building is depressing and drab, chances are it’s because it has an uninspiring design and
boring colours with no touches of visual beauty. On the other hand, if it has a cheerful air,
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chances are it’s because it has a more individual design and probably lots of colour. The
same goes for your workplace and home. The fact is, living in a beautified environment
with a certain amount of individuality and beautiful objects, adds immeasurably to our
enjoyment of life. Crafts and craft skills are important contributors to this ideal, and for this
reason alone are worth preserving.1
The activity can be carried out during general subject (culture, history, geography)
subjects, economy, English Language, ICT.

Descriptive activity sheet

Stage 1
Duration: 2 hours
Description: The whole class is divided into 2 groups.

The entire class decides on which traditional craft product focuses the study.
Divided into the two groups, they must carry out a study:
1)
2)

about the history, tradition and discover why it became so important;
about the effect of the mass production on this craftsmanship production, and which
were and are the consequences in the sector.

It is important that the teacher/trainer introduces the concept of mass production and its
consequences.
Difficulty level: Basic
Objectives:
● To know the socioeconomic dimensions of a country; to involve critical
thinking and understanding.
● To Improve students’ knowledge of reading and understanding of information.
1

http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/crafts-history-types.htm#important
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● To know the basic function and use of different devices, software, and
network.
Key competencies:
●

Citizenship competence

●

Literacy

●

Digital competence

Resources
Laptop and internet connection, books from a library (of the school or of the town).

Online Resources:
The importance of the craftsmanship →
https://emerging-europe.com/after-hours/in-a-globalised-world-emerging-europes-handma
de-crafts-fight-for-survival/
Is mass-production killing craftsmanship? →
https://www.shieldcasework.com/is-mass-production-killing-craftsmanship/
The mass production and the craftsmanship →
https://www.encyclopedia.com/social-sciences-and-law/economics-business-and-labor/eco
nomics-terms-and-concepts/mass-production https://blog.splicesoftware.com/the-value-of-crafted-vs-mass-produced
A song with a story on the topic → https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z99D7QBw4ew

Stage 2
Duration: 3 hours
Description: After some days of study, in class, they start a debate and they are divided
into two sides: one “for” and one “against” the mass production.
Each group has 20 minutes to try to convince the other group.
In the second section each group changes the topic (the group “for” become the group
“after”) and they start to debate once again.
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Difficulty level: Intermediate
Objectives:
● To increase students’ abilities identify one’s capacities, focus, deal with
complexity, critically reflect and make decisions. They should be able to
communicate constructively, collaborate in teams and negotiate. This include
showing tolerance, expressing and understanding different viewpoints, as well
as the ability to create confidence and feel empathy
● To communicate both orally and in writing in a variety of situations and to
monitor and adapt their own communication to the requirements of the situation.
● To formulate and express one’s oral and written arguments in a convincing way
appropriate to the context.

Key competencies:
●

Personal, social and learning to learn competence

● Literacy
Resources:
Laptop, blackboard or flipchart

Stage 3
Duration: 1 hour
Description: At the end of both debates, both teams prepare a letter on the topic, with
reflections, ideas, proposals and send it to the economic councillor (of the town) or ministry
(of the country).
Difficulty level: Intermediate
Objectives:
● To increase the ability to work collaboratively, in order to plan and manage
projects. To improve problem-solving skills.
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● To increase students’ abilities to engage effectively with others in common
or public interest, including the sustainable development of society.
● To acquire skills to communicate both orally and in writing in a variety of
situations and to monitor and adapt their own communication to the
requirements of the situation. This competence also includes the abilities to
distinguish and use different types of sources, to search for, collect and
process information, to use aids, and to formulate and express one’s oral
and written arguments in a convincing way appropriate to the context.

Key competencies:
●

Entrepreneurship competence

● Citizenship competence
● Literacy

Resources:
Laptop.
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