Communication without words
Graffiti art is a form of self-expression

Image caption: The image shows the earliest graffiti that was created. Created prior to written
language and the first drawings on walls that appeared in caves thousands of years ago. “Cueva
de las Manos” (The Cave of Hands), located in Santa Cruz, Argentina, that offers one of the first
fascinating ancient graffiti. The painting dates from 13,000 to 9,000 BCE.
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General overview
People tend to communicate with words, both written and verbal. But sometimes, conveying
ideas is done in other ways. You've heard the old saying ''a picture's worth a thousand words'',
right? That's because art can get ideas across using a different kind of vocabulary. Some people
respond more to visual images than words.
Communication is a crucial part of working in the business sector and can strengthen your client
relationships.
Art also gives the imagination free-reign, allowing you to experience the surrounding world in
different ways and then record how you feel about it without relying on words. The impact of art
in the workplace is often underestimated. Splashes of color in a painting can alter the mood of a
meeting room or a piece of unusual artwork can provide a talking point in a bland corporate
space. But can artwork have a direct impact on employee productivity or well-being? It seems
the answer is yes.
Communication is not always saying words to someone. Modern art- graffiti, is a way of
communication and art that people use in our days.
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When Graffiti was born - Activity 01
Activity overview
The activity proposes, as a starting point, a video from the TED-Ed Animations series that briefly
outlines the history of graffiti in its various ways. The video shows and talks about where graffiti
was first seen and how people first used their graffiti skills. Graffiti has been around for thousands
of years. And across that span of time, it’s raised the same questions we debate now: Is it art?
Is it vandalism? Kelly Wall describes the history of graffiti.
This kind of activity on graffiti topics is good for students because it is important that they are
aware of modern art. They will debate on the difference between street art and graffiti, leading
them to think about self-expression through art. It will help them improve their creativity, be more
open-minded and aware of their surroundings.
Communication does not always mean words, but means modern art like graffiti.
The activity has been designed for VET students of the tourism sector.
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Descriptive activity sheet
Stage 1
Description / Instruction
The video tells, in short, the history of graffiti and places where it was first drawn and how people
express themselves within it. The video has subtitles in English and in many other languages.
This phase is for the whole class.
Present to your students the following video: “A brief history of graffiti” by TED-Ed Animation.
Entry level Basic
Objectives
Increasing the students' knowledge about how people express themselves in graffiti in a global
side.
Increasing the students awareness of the cultural value of cultural heritage in relation to selfexpression in graffiti.
Increasing the students ability to understand more about graffiti.
Key competences
● Communication in the mother tongue;
● Communication in foreign languages;
● Cultural awareness and expression.
Evaluation
Resources
Teachers of the linguistic axis; teacher of the historical and social axis.
Equipment: Internet connection, laptop, video projector.
Duration
30 minutes in total. The video lasts about 4 minutes and a half.

Stage 2
Description / Instruction
Students should feel open and free talking about the topic of graffitti.
Give the students prompts; how does graffiti or art in general affect their sector/vocation.
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This phase is for the whole class.Students should discuss graffiti and what they understand from
it.
Entry level Intermediate
Objectives
Increasing the students ability to understand and interpret concepts, thoughts, feelings, facts and
opinions in oral form.
Increasing the students’ awareness of the cultural aspect and variability of languages.
Key competences
● Communication in the mother tongue;
● Communication in foreign languages;
Evaluation
Resources
Teachers of the historical and social axis.
Duration
90 minutes in total.
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Show your graffiti talent - Activity 02
Activity overview
The activity requires the students to express on a piece of paper a graffiti drawing.
The activity has been designed for VET students.
The suggested steps of the activity are the following:
1. Support your students in reading and comprehend the following articles:
a. The Guardian: "Is urban graffiti a force for good or evil?"
b. Encyclopedia Britannica: "Graffiti"
c. BBC News: "Street art: Crime, grime or sublime?"
d. HG, Legal resources: "Laws Regarding Graffiti and Art"
Use the following questions as prompts;
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

What is graffiti? What is a ‘tag’?
What is street art?
What is the difference between graffiti and street art? Is there a difference?
Is street art better than graffiti? Why? / Why not?
Do you like graffiti? Why? / Why not? What kind of art do you like the best? Who is your
favourite artist? What do you like the most about them?
Have you ever been involved in creating graffiti or street art? How did you feel?
Would you like to be a graffiti artist? What would your ‘tag’ be?
Is there graffiti in your town? What do you think of it?
Does street art or graffiti improve an environment or make it worse?

Ask your students to find out the key concepts on graffiti.
2. Guide your students in drawing their own graffiti in context of their vocation.
Use the examples below if needed;
●
●
●
●
●

At the front of their hair salon
Entrance of a hotel
Mural in a restaurants bar
The outside building of a car manufacturer
A mural in vets
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Descriptive activity sheet
Stage 1
Description / Instruction
The drawing represents a way where students can express themselves and show their drawing
abilities. It’s a way they can incorporate artist skills and communicate with clients with murals and
street arts. This phase is for the whole class.
Together with your students create their graffiti ideas on paper.
Entry level Basic
Objectives
Improving students' ability to understand, express and interpret thoughts, feelings in oral live form
(drawing, writing).
Key competences
● Communication in the mother tongue;
● Communication in foreign languages;
● Cultural awareness and expression.
Evaluation
Resources
This phase of the activity should be done with the support of an art teacher.
Equipment: Papers, pens.
Duration
60 minutes

Stage 2
Description / Instruction
The activity requires the collection of the analysis by the students and teachers and giving
meaning of each draw from students.
This phase is for the whole class.
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Students and teachers should compare the drawing and give/reason a meaning of each drawing.
Entry level Intermediate
Objectives
Improving students' ability to understand drawing messages.
Improving students’ ability to identify, understand, express, create, and interpret drawings in an
oral way through speaking or drawing.
Key competences
● Communication in the mother tongue;
● Communication in foreign languages;
● Cultural awareness and expression.
Evaluation
Resources
This phase of the activity should be done with the support of the art teachers.
Equipment: pens.
Duration
The activity takes 1 hour because it requires thinking time and discussion.
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Experiencing graffiti firsthand - Activity 03
Wanted and unwanted graffiti

Activity overview
The activity is about taking the students to a graffiti place/street art and let them see how graffiti
works. The place can be outside or inside of a building. Students experiencing a work of art by
graffiti element and also, them being aware of the artistic heritage by using graffiti as the
instrument.
The activity was designed for VET sector students. In construction area, people can be aware of
modern art like graffiti so they know that what they built can have graffiti on it.
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Descriptive activity sheet
Stage 1
Description / Instruction
Seeing other people graffiti motivates students become also popular or learn from their drawings.
This phase is for the whole class. Students and the supervisor go to a place where there is a
graffiti.
Entry level Basic
Objectives
Developing students drawing skills seeing from others.
Motivation from seeing other artists graffiti.
Inspire them within their vocation how to use art to attract clients.
Increase the understanding of how art can be used as a method for communication.
Key competences
● Communication in the mother tongue;
● Communication in foreign languages;
● Cultural awareness and expression.
Resources
This phase of the activity should be done with the support of a teacher so the students are
supervised.
Duration
The activity takes 1 hour and 30 minutes because it needs time going in a graffiti place.

Stage 2
Description / Instruction
Talking about graffiti drawings. Examples given below. It represents a way that students can
learn more about it.
Use the discussion questions provided.
Include all the students and the teachers.
Entry level Intermediate
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Objectives
Developing communication through students and teachers and learning increasing their graffiti
skills through communication.
Key competences
● Communication in the mother tongue;
● Communication in foreign languages;
● Cultural awareness and expression.
Evaluation
Resources
This phase of activity represents the students talking about what they saw.
Examples of graffiti in public spaces. Some graffiti that is “wanted” and “unwanted”.
Duration
The activity takes 30 minutes.
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Example

Image caption: Heavily tagged New York City Subway car in 1973
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Image caption: How the art and science of graffiti began. In the mid-1970s, the trains were completely
covered in spray paintings known as “masterpieces”.
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Discussion Questions for Example 1 + 2
How would unwanted graffiti impact your business/vocation?
How could graffiti be a positive for your business?
How could you work together with your local community to limit/increase the amount of graffiti?
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Resources
General overview
1. In the link below you will see that communication is not always using words.
https://study.com/academy/lesson/communication-self-expression-through-art.html

Activity 1: When graffiti was born
2. https://ed.ted.com/lessons/a-brief-history-of-graffiti-kelly-wall The link takes you to the
TED video about history of graffiti.
The following links can be used to see pictures and have more information on street art
all over the world
3. http://www.museoarteurbana.it/en/
4. https://urban-nation.com/
https://artsandculture.google.com/project/street-art
5. http://globalstreetart.com/

Activity 2: Show your graffiti talent
6. Follow the link below if you want to learn the basic steps for making graffiti.
https://www.bombingscience.com/graffiti-tutorial-the-ultimate-guide/

Activity 3: Being in a graffiti place
7. https://www.thevintagenews.com/2016/11/17/the-history-of-graffiti-from-ancient-times-tomodern-days/
Before students were taken in a graffiti place, they can watch first a bit where graffiti was
first drawn. On the website students can learn about how graffiti was born and where was
first drawn.
8. Here is a Sweden graffiti movie that you can show to your students to watch
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y9nD5ZD3D1k&t=1635s
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The following hyperlinks take you to a series of magazine articles by which you can
present the Activity topic to your students.
a.
b.
c.
d.

The Guardian: "Is urban graffiti a force for good or evil?"
Encyclopedia Britannica: "Graffiti"
BBC News: "Street art: Crime, grime or sublime?"
HG, Legal resources: "Laws Regarding Graffiti and Art"
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