Tours arranged around historical events
A Traveling way for both of us

Image caption: Drakkars were a type of Viking longships used for raiding that have a long history in Scandinavia.
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General overview
Historical events are everywhere in the world. They impact people in many ways. People are
inspired by important characters and events. Historical events remain and people still refer to
them today.
An example of a historical era is the Viking age. It is of major importance because it lasted for
more than 300 hundred years. Their knowledge in navigation and shipbuilding as well as their
conquests left a mark in history. Many vestiges of their presence can still be found nowadays in
Europe.
Historical events help people to better understand the world they belong to. As the Berber proverb
says: “When you don't know where you're going, look where you come from”. Also, the students
from the vocational education sector of tourism, accumulate information and develop their
knowledge of general culture.
This activity is an improvement of the thinking for the students because knowing important
historical events, they can learn from them and they can be guided and inspired to create and
think in a correct and knowledgeable way.
Vikings invaded a lot of different places to loot and bring back treasures, but it is much more than
that, they settled in English cities like York, turning it into a major river port on the Viking trading
route throughout northern Europe.
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Research an important landmark - Activity 01
Activity overview
This activity is designed for students from the VET sector, the activity aims to guide students to
find and research a historical monument from their country online.
The activity improves the general culture of the students from the vocational touring sector and
helps them to know and use the information they have in their life.
The activity is aimed to promote the improvement of students cultural understanding, and to
increase the value of understanding the History of a landmark or monument when it comes to
giving a tour, this will be most useful for entrepreneurial type students and those who wish to
understand that history can help promote healthy business.

The activity has been designed for VET students of the tourism sector.
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Descriptive activity sheet
Stage 1
Description / Instruction
The activity is based upon digital competence and online researching is the easiest way to
currently process large amounts of information. This phase is for the whole class.
Students are directed to search for an important landmark from their own country. Preferably one
that catches their interest
Entry level Basic
Objectives
Students gain experience in the field of online search.
Their digital skills are improving.
Improving their knowledge about they own country.
Understanding the importance of historical events.
Key competences
●
●
●
●

Communication in the mother tongue;
Communication in foreign languages;
Digital competence;
Cultural awareness and expression.

Resources
Teachers of the linguistic axis; teacher of the historical and social axis.
Equipment: Internet connection and computers.
Duration
1 hour in total.
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Stage 2
Description / Instruction
Students should feel open and comfortable talking about historical events.
Each student have their own taste in choosing historical events and their own opinion about them.
This phase is for the whole class.
Let the students discuss and debate what they have researched on important historical events.
Entry level Intermediate
Objectives
Increasing the students awareness of the historical events.
Develop their communication skills with each other.
Developing social prowess.
Developing patience and increasing empathy with each other.
Key competences
●
●
●
●

Communication in the mother tongue;
Communication in foreign languages;
Social and civic competences;
Cultural awareness and expression.

Resources
Duration
60 minutes in total.
Note
Activity 1.2 - Discussion Questions
1. Do you think that historical events is important from your country? If yes, why?
2. Which particular events are important?
3. Did you find it difficult researching?
4. Is it good talking with your colleagues about historical events?
5. Do you think that knowing more about historical event will help you in your vocational
career?
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Arrange a tour - Activity 02
Activity overview
For this activity, students must work together to complete the prepared tour. First, they must print
a map to complete the tour, and after that, they must look for tickets to travel by bus or if the
location is close, they can walk.
For this activity, each of them has to bring a friend so they can share the information and know
more about historical events.
Historical events are important for students in the vocational education area because they know
what people have created and done, but in turn they can use information and create new and
important things also.
For this activity, students will collaborate to complete a tour in their city for their friends. They will
have to prepare the excursion by looking for facts related to the place they will visit. During the
tour, they will explain the history of the place and answer the potential questions raised by the
participants. Students will improve their organizational skills thanks to this first experience as a
tourist guide at a local scale.
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Descriptive activity sheet
Stage 1
Description / Instruction
The groups will each nominate a local location they will spend time researching, this time will be
spent retrieving facts that can be told at a tour.
The students in their groups will research a historical landmark, or event with the intention to hold
a tour about the chosen location or event.
Entry level Basic
Objectives
To increase the capacity of students in the tourism sector to fact check, use the internet and to
research specific topics
Key competences
● Communication in the mother tongue;
● Communication in foreign languages;
● Digital competence;
Resources
Laptop, Internet connection, information.
Duration
45 minutes - 1 hour
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Stage 2
Description / Instruction
The groups in this time will create an agenda and activities that could be used to host a tour for
their chosen local landmark or event.
In the students original groups, they will draft up a schedule and plans for hosting a tour at the
location
Entry level Basic
Objectives
To give practical understanding of how tours can be arranged and develop which leads to
improvements in students, multilingual capacity, social and civic competence as well as their
initiative and entrepreneurship.
Key competences
●
●
●
●

Communication in the mother tongue;
Communication in foreign languages;
Social and civic competences;
Sense of initiative and entrepreneurship;

Resources
Laptop, internet connection, historical location and information.
Duration
1 hour - 2 hours
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Stage 3
Description / Instruction
The groups will have a tour where they will be presenting the activities and holding the tour
The students will approach local organizations or the school to host a tour at their chosen
locations
Entry level Basic
Objectives
This will give the students first hand experience with all aspects of development based around
tours, they will understand how to improve and what to change based upon successes and
failures of creation and application.
Key competences
● Communication in the mother tongue;
● Communication in foreign languages;
● Sense of initiative and entrepreneurship;
Resources
Laptop, Internet, draft plans for tour
Duration
(Depends on the size of the tour) 1 hour - 2 hours
Notes
Activity 1.2 - Discussion Questions
1. What did you like the most about the activity?
2. Is it important for you to spread important information to others?
3. Was it difficult to get an organization to help hold a tour? why?
4. Do you think this activity will help you in your future career ?
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Reflection of Location - Activity 03
Activity overview

This activity is provided as a way to give students a richer understanding of cultural expression
in a very non-formal, but personal setting. The students as a class will select several historical
locations, whether it be a landmark or an historical event took place there. The activity will involve
two parts, exploring and understanding information about the locations, learning trivia, facts,
stories, history, the more the students learn the better the result will be.
The second part of this activity involves recalling information, as the students have finished
exploring ask them to write a brief report on each of the locations you visited, this completed
activity will help with recalling information which is always a valuable skill in all trades, and jobs,
as well as giving the students a subconscious choice of which location interested them the most,
as they will have the most information about places they were most interested in helping them to
understand which topics to pursue further.

The activity helps students in the field of tourism sector and cultural sector of the VET educational
sector

Descriptive activity sheet
Stage 1
11

Description / Instruction
The students must learn as much as they can about several locations.
The students choose and visit landmarks and attempt to learn as much as possible.
Entry level Basic
Objectives
Increased knowledge about culture, architecture, history, facts, locations.
Key competences
● Social and civic competences;
● Cultural awareness and expression.
Resources
This phase of activity is done with students and supervisor teachers.
Duration
This activity may take some time (1 hour optional).
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Stage 2
Description / Instruction
The students will be providing useful information that will be good to have if they hold tours, or
learning how to recall information and details.
The students as individuals will write as much information, details, stories, facts, trivia, and
features about the different locations that had been visited.
Entry level Basic
Objectives
Developing memory skills, language skills, literacy skills, cultural knowledge, Historic knowledge,
facts, and potential insight to holding a tour.
Key competences
● Communication in the mother tongue;
● Communication in foreign languages;
● Cultural awareness and expression.
Resources
This phase of the activity should be done with the support of a teacher.
Equipment required: paper and pens.
Duration
The activity takes 1 hour +
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Resources
Learn more about the Viking history:
https://www.history.com/topics/exploration/vikings-history
http://www.historyworld.net/wrldhis/PlainTextHistories.asp?historyid=ab86
To give students an example of facts about historical monument:
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=historical+monument+around+the+world&view=detail&
mid=CBEDF82FFF770BC22EFDCBEDF82FFF770BC22EFD&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=historical+monument+around+the+world&&view=detail
&mid=6A387FA2A9ADED6BD6AA6A387FA2A9ADED6BD6AA&&FORM=VDRVRV
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